
An Order of Service for Holy Wednesday 
INVOCATION 
COLLECT FOR NONE  *

Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, at this hour You hung upon the cross, stretching 
out Your loving arms to embrace the world in Your death. Grant that all 
people of  the earth may look to You and see their salvation; for Your 
mercy’s sake we pray. Amen. (442) 
INTROIT	 Ps 56:1–4a; antiphon: Ps 56:11 
In God I trust; I shall not be afraid.

What can man do to me?
Be gracious to me, O God, for man tramples on me;

all day long an attacker oppresses me;
my enemies trample on me all day long,

for many attack me proudly.
When I am afraid,

I put my trust in you.
In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust;

I shall not be afraid.
In God I trust; I shall not be afraid.

What can man do to me? 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Merciful and everlasting God, You did not spare Your only Son but 
delivered Him up for us all to bear our sins on the cross. Grant that our 
hearts may be so fixed with steadfast faith in Him that we fear not the 
power of  sin, death, and the devil; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. (L31) 
PSALM	 Psalm 70 (antiphon: v. 5) 
But I am poor and needy; hasten to me, O God! 

You are my help and my deliverer; O Lord, do not delay! 
Make haste, O God, to deliver me! 

O Lord, make haste to help me! 
Let them be put to shame and confusion who seek my life! 

Let them be turned back and brought to dishonor who desire 
my hurt! 

Let them turn back because of  their shame 
who say, “Aha, Aha!” 

May all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you! 

 None (pronounced “known”) is from Latin “nonus” for “ninth” and refers to the ninth *

hour after dawn.
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May those who love your salvation say evermore, “God is 
great!” 

But I am poor and needy; hasten to me, O God! 
You are my help and my deliverer; O Lord, do not delay! 

OLD TESTAMENT	 Isaiah 62:11–63:7 (ESV) 
11 Behold, the Lord has proclaimed to the end of  the earth: Say to the 

daughter of  Zion, “Behold, your salvation comes; behold, his reward is 
with him, and his recompense before him.” 12 And they shall be called The 
Holy People, The Redeemed of  the Lord; and you shall be called Sought 
Out, A City Not Forsaken. 1 Who is this who comes from Edom, in 
crimsoned garments from Bozrah, he who is splendid in his apparel, 
marching in the greatness of  his strength? “It is I, speaking in 
righteousness, mighty to save.” 2 Why is your apparel red, and your 
garments like his who treads in the winepress? 3 “I have trodden the 
winepress alone, and from the peoples no one was with me; I trod them in 
my anger and trampled them in my wrath; their lifeblood spattered on my 
garments, and stained all my apparel. 4 For the day of  vengeance was in 
my heart, and my year of  redemption had come. 5 I looked, but there was 
no one to help; I was appalled, but there was no one to uphold; so my own 
arm brought me salvation, and my wrath upheld me. 6 I trampled down 
the peoples in my anger; I made them drunk in my wrath, and I poured 
out their lifeblood on the earth.” 7 I will recount the steadfast love of  the 
Lord, the praises of  the Lord, according to all that the Lord has granted 
us, and the great goodness to the house of  Israel that he has granted them 
according to his compassion, according to the abundance of  his steadfast 
love. 
GRADUAL	 Heb 9:12a, c, 15a; Ps 111:9a 
[Christ] entered once for all into the holy places, by means of  
his own blood, 

thus securing an eternal redemption. 
Therefore he is the mediator of  a new covenant, 

so that those who are called may receive the promised 
eternal inheritance. 

He sent redemption to his people; 
he has commanded his covenant forever. 

EPISTLE	 Romans 5:6–11 (ESV) 
6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 

ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though 
perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows 
his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, 
therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be 
saved by him from the wrath of  God. 10 For if  while we were enemies we 
were reconciled to God by the death of  his Son, much more, now that we 
are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also 
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rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received reconciliation. 
VERSE	 John 12:23b 
The hour has come for the Son of  Man to be glorified. 
GOSPEL	 John 13:16–38 (ESV) 

16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor 
is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If  you know these 
things, blessed are you if  you do them. 18 I am not speaking of  all of  you; I 
know whom I have chosen. But the Scripture will be fulfilled, ‘He who ate 
my bread has lifted his heel against me.’ 19 I am telling you this now, before 
it takes place, that when it does take place you may believe that I am he. 20 
Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the one I send receives me, and 
whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.” 21 After saying these 
things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, one of  you will betray me.” 22 The disciples looked at one another, 
uncertain of  whom he spoke. 23 One of  his disciples, whom Jesus loved, 
was reclining at table at Jesus’ side, 24 so Simon Peter motioned to him to 
ask Jesus of  whom he was speaking. 25 So that disciple, leaning back 
against Jesus, said to him, “Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus answered, “It is he to 
whom I will give this morsel of  bread when I have dipped it.” So when he 
had dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of  Simon Iscariot. 27 
Then after he had taken the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to 
him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.” 28 Now no one at the table 
knew why he said this to him. 29 Some thought that, because Judas had the 
moneybag, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the feast,” or that 
he should give something to the poor. 30 So, after receiving the morsel of  
bread, he immediately went out. And it was night. 31 When he had gone 
out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of  Man glorified, and God is glorified in 
him. 32 If  God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and 
glorify him at once. 33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You 
will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where 
I am going you cannot come.’ 34 A new commandment I give to you, that 
you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one 
another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if  you 
have love for one another.” 36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are 
you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am going you cannot follow me 
now, but you will follow afterward.” 37 Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I 
not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38 Jesus answered, 
“Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster 
will not crow till you have denied me three times. 
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HYMN, “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross””	 LSB 425 
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A MEDITATION 
PRAYER 
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of  darkness 
and put upon ourselves the armor of  light now in the time of  this mortal 
life in which Your Son, Jesus Christ, came to visit us in great humility, that 
in the Last Day, when He shall come again in glorious majesty to judge 
both the living and the dead, we may rise to life immortal; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. (198)  
LORD’S PRAYER 
BLESSING 

The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting 
life. 
Amen.
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