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A Service of Readings and Carols
Throughout the season of Advent, the Church has reflected on God ‘s promises, so often spoken by the prophets, to send a savior to the people of
Israel who would be Immanuel, that is, “God with us.” In the fullness of
time those promises were fulfilled. With hearts full of joy we hear the proclamation of our Savior’s birth.
Preservice – Sunday School Choir – Go Tell It on the Mountain
God Loves Me Dearly
OPENING HYMN

“O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL”

5

O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

6

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

NO. 357

7

O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Tune and text: Public domain

Stand

INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
LORD HAVE MERCY (KYRIE)
Mark 10:47
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.
Sit

THE HYMN OF PRAISE

“HARK THE GLAD SOUND”

NO. 349

Stand

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with thy spirit.
P: O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of
Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive
Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when
He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C: Amen.
Sit

OLD TESTAMENT
Isaiah 7:10-14
10
Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let
it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and
I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of
David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also?
14
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
HYMN

“LO, HOW A ROSE E'ER BLOOMING”

NO. 359

EPISTLE
Titus 2:11–14
11
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,
12
training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live
self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13waiting for
our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior
Jesus Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness
and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous
for good works.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
HYMN:

“OF THE FATHER'S LOVE BEGOTTEN”

NO. 384

Text (sts. 1–5) and Music: Public domain

Stand

GOSPEL
Luke 2:1-14
P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke, the second chapter.

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius
was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his own
town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth,
to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was
of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came
for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there
was no place for them in the inn.
1

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled
with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you
good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
8

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit

HYMN OF THE DAY “GENTLE MARY LAID HER CHILD” NO. 374

Text (sts. 1–3) and Music: Public domain

HOMILY

“CONSPICUOUS GRACE”

Luke 2:1-14

Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Sit

HYMN

“AWAY IN A MANGER”

NO. 364

Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P: Let us pray for the people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
P: Lord God Almighty, we come before You on this most holy night in awe
at the wonder and majesty of the incarnation. The Savior of the nations
has come, and with joy we greet our newborn King. Let the proclamation
of His birth sound forth throughout the world. Give to Your Church faithful
pastors to proclaim the good tidings of His birth, and give to Your people
willing ears to hear and believe. Lord in your mercy.
C: hear our prayer.
P: In the birth of Your Son, You have signaled the beginning of a new
creation; while we still live in a world wracked by the ravages of sin, we
know that the final victory is Yours. Watch over and keep safe emergency
workers and all whose vocations make them absent from their families this
evening so that they can look out for the well-being of our families. Lord
in your mercy.
C: hear our prayer.
P: In the birth of Your Son, You have visited and redeemed Your people.
Continue to visit those who are lonely, sick, recovering, or near death. Let
Your presence be a comfort to them, and give them perseverance until that
time You grant healing, relief, deliverance, and peace. Lord in your mercy.
C: hear our prayer.

P: In the birth of Your Son, You have made a new family out of all humanity. Keep us ever mindful that Jesus is for all people, and give us opportunity to tell others the good news of His coming so that they may join in
the praise of Your holy name. Lord in your mercy.
C: hear our prayer.
P: In the birth of Your Son, You have called people of all times and places
into the Body of Christ that is the Church. We give You thanks for all the
believers who have gone before us, especially those who have been with
us during Christmases past and are now with You. Give us a sure confidence in Your promise of resurrection and eternal life, and bring us at last
together with them into Your presence at the full coming of Your Kingdom.
Lord in your mercy.
C: hear our prayer.
P: Into Your hands, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
Sit

HYMN OF PRAISE

“JOY TO THE WORLD”

NO. 387

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
CONCLUDING COLLECT
P: O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of
the true Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that
Light on earth we may also come the fullness of His joys in heaven;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
BENEDICTION
NUMBERS 6:24-46
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and ✠ give you peace.
C: Amen.

The ushers will bring lit candles down the center aisle. Please tip only
your unlit candle to receive the flame.

CLOSING HYMN

“SILENT NIGHT”

NO. 363

Tune and text: Public domain

    
Christmas Day, December 25:
Divine Service with Holy Communion: 10:15 am
The Eve of the Circumcision and Name of Jesus, December 31:
Divine Service with Holy Communion: 7:00 pm
The Baptism of Our Lord, January 9:
Divine Service with Holy Communion: 10:15 am
“And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them” Luke 2:18
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