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Lighting of the Candles  Jesus says: “I am the light of the world.  
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of 
life.”                                                                              John 6:12 
 

Hymn of Invocation    "Once in Royal David’s City"      No. 376 

 

 

 

 
Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–95, alt. Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805–76 Text and tune: Public domain 

(stand)                 

Confession and Absolution 
 

P:  In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C:  Amen.                                                      Matthew 28:19 and 18:20 
P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 
C:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

P:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 



C:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 
holy name. Amen. 

 
Introit Psalm 147:1, 5, 11–12; antiphon: John 1:14 

P:  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his  
 glory, 
C:  glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and  
 truth. 

P:  Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; 
C:  for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 

P:  Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 
C:  his understanding is beyond measure. 

P:  But the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, 
C:  in those who hope in his steadfast love. 

P:  Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! 
C:  Praise your God, O Zion! 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy    

     Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.      
     Amen. 

P:  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his  
 glory, 
C:  glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and  
 truth. 

 
Lord Have Mercy (Kyrie)                                              Mark 10:47 

 
P:  In peace let us pray to the Lord       

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen.                                         I John 1:8-10 and Philippians 1:6 



 

P:  For the peace from above and for 
our salvation let us pray to the 
Lord.  

 

P:  For the peace of the whole world, 
for the well-being of the Church of 
God and for the unity of all let us 
pray to the Lord. 

 

P:  For this holy house and for all who 
offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

 

P:  Help, save, comfort and defend us, 
gracious Lord. 

 
 

Glory to God in the Highest (Gloria in Excelsis)       Romans 8:34 

P:  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Salutation and Collect 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P:  Let us pray… one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen.  

(sit)                 

Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 3:4–15 

 4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great 
high place. Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that 
altar. 5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and 
God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have 
shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my father, 
because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 
uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him this great 
and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this 
day. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in 
place of David my father, although I am but a little child. I do not know 
how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of your 
people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be 
numbered or counted for multitude. 9Give your servant therefore an 
understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between 
good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?” 

 10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11And God said to 
him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long 
life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern what is right, 12behold, I now do according to 
your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none 
like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 13I 
give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that 
no other king shall compare with you, all your days. 14And if you will 



walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your 
father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.” 

 15And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to 
Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and 
offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all 
his servants. 

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Memory Verse           Isaiah 9:6 
To us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government 
shall be upon His shoulder.  And His name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.  
 

Epistle Ephesians 1:3–14 

 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
4even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5he predestined us for 
adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his 
will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in 
the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 
8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to 
us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in 
Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, 
things in heaven and things on earth. 

 11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the 
counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the first to hope in Christ 
might be to the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, 
were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our 
inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 



(stand)                 

Alleluia and Verse                                                              John 6:68 

 

 
 
Holy Gospel                                                                Luke 2:40-52 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

 
40The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the 
favor of God was upon him. 

 41Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the 
Passover. 42And when he was twelve years old, they went up according 
to custom. 43And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the 
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44but 
supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then 
they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 
45and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching 
for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among 
the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who 
heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48And 
when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to 
him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have 
been searching for you in great distress.” 49And he said to them, “Why 
were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 
Father’s house?” 50And they did not understand the saying that he spoke 
to them. 51And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was 
submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her 
heart. 

 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God 
and man. 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 



(Sit) 

Hymn of the Day         “Within the Father’s House”         No. 410 

 

 
 

5     Lord, visit Thou our souls 
    And teach us by Thy grace 
       Each dim revealing of Thyself 
    With loving awe to trace 
 
6      Till we behold Thy face 
    And know as we are known 
        Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
    Coequal Three in One. 

Text: James R. Woodford, 1820–85, alt. Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758; adapt. William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon  

(stand)                 

The Apostles’ Creed 

    I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 

    And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  
The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church - After each petition  

P:  Lord, in your mercy,           C:  hear our prayer. 

(sit)   



Offering (music – Hank Pike) 

(stand)                 

Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Lord’s Prayer                                Matthew 6:9-13 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.   Thy 
kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
Concluding Collect 
 
The Benediction                                                      Numbers 6:24-26 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on 
you And be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give 
you peace. 
C:  Amen. 

(Sit)  



Closing Hymn     “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”      No. 366 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810–76, alt. Tune: Richard S. Willis, 1819–1900 Text and tune: Public domain 

     

 THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God by O’Donnell & 
Eckhoff in honor of Oakley’s Birthday 

 IN OUR PRAYERS we remember all who are ill or under medical 
care, Kimmee Cash (Sherri Mulanix’s daughter-in-law), Cindy Griffith 
(Debbie Smith’s sister), Duane Oestmann, Barb Sweet,  Marty Viller, 
Diana Trent, Randy Sweet, Sue Krueger, Marcie Wellday, Dana 
Anderson, Janet Shrewsberry, Tyler Voegele, Deanna Hegedus, 
David Holloway (Jim Sr’s brother), Joyce Holloway 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Confirmation Class starts again on January 8th at 6 pm! 
Youth Group follows at 7 pm 
Note:  Pastor will be at the Fort Wayne Symposium, so there 

will NOT be classes on January 22nd. 



Epiphany 7:00 pm, Monday, January 6th  
Offering goes to - Fairmount Ministries 

 
Sunday School Teachers are needed for the 4th 
Sunday of each month.  If you would be willing to 
help fill any or all of those gaps, or have questions, 
please use the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board 
or talk to Susie, Pastor, or Cathy. 

 
 
Acolytes, please check your schedules and sign up on the 
sheet on the bulletin board.  We appreciate you being a part 
of our service. 

 
 
We will be taking down the Christmas decorations after service 
on January 12th.  All who can stay and help are welcome.  
 

 

A big thank you to all who made this Advent and Christmas 

season a wonderful time.  To those that helped organize meals, brought 
food, decorated the church, set up for services, checked the music, 
played the music, folded bulletins etc., got the candles ready for 
Christmas Eve service, filled in for those that couldn’t make it, took their 
turn to do what was needed, and the many other things that go unseen 
and unnoticed in making things run smoothly,  

YOU ARE APPRECIATED.   



NEXT WEEK’S READINGS –  
OLD TESTAMENT: Isaiah 43:1-7 

SECOND READING: Roman 6:1-11 
GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-22 

 

                                                                THIS WEEK AT REDEEMER 

TODAY:  9:00 am Sunday School  

10:15 am Divine Service without Holy Communion 

TUESDAY:  7:00 pm Elders’ Meeting 

WEDNESDAY: 6:00 pm Catechism Class 

   7:00 pm Youth Group 

NEXT SUNDAY: 9:00 am Sunday School  

   10:15 am Divine Service with Holy Communion 

After Service:      Take down and pack away Christmas decorations 

   8:00 am Lutheran Hour on 1280 AM 

   10:30 am Lutheran Hour on 95.9 FM 
 

                                                       THOSE SERVING AT REDEEMER  

Officiating Elder:   Jim Holloway, Sr. 

Altar Committee: Ellen Kelly, Ann Headrick, Darcy Richardson 

Greeter:  Linda Headrick 

Acolytes:  Hank Pike 

 

                                                                                  STEWARDSHIP 

December 24, 2024 – Christmas Eve – Worship – 90 

Concordia Academy in Wichita - $873.00 

December 25, 2024 - Christmas Day – Worship – 42 

Vicar Nash Ringquist - $615.00 

December 29, 2024 – Worship – 47 

Budget Needs Weekly - $2,922.58 
Home Budget Offering - $1,050.00 

Shekels for a Seminarian - $45.00 


